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The 2021 Far Nor Cal REU Science Bowl was held virtually this year on Saturday, March 20th. U-Prep junior 

high and high school teams competed from classrooms on campus via Zoom against teams from  

Redding Christian, Foothill High School, Shasta High School, and St. Bernard’s Academy. Both U-Prep 

teams competed in 3 rounds during the day and emerged victorious. U-Prep junior high beat Redding  

Christian, 44-32, and U-Prep high school team beat Foothill High also with 44 points. High School Coach, 

Cory Poole congratulated the teams and expressed gratitude to U-Prep math and science teachers for 

contributing to the team’s knowledge and enthusiasm for these subjects. The teams and coaches are 

excited to participate in Nationals on May 8th, when U-Prep will compete virtually against teams from 

across the United States!  

Josiah McCormick 

Hunter Graham 

Sean Kim 

Ava Ranker 

Kyle Schoonover 

VOLUME  VI.  ISSUE  VIII SHELLE PETERSON, SUPERINTENTDENT/PRINCIPAL 

Coach: Morgan Peck 



Panther Pride April 2021 

2      University Preparatory School - 2200 Eureka Way - Redding, CA  96001 - (530)245-2790, Fax(530)245-2791  

Mission & Vision 

University Preparatory School is an educational community invested in  

developing confident, capable, and compassionate citizens; its mission to 

immerse all students "in rigorous academics and meaningful extra-curricular 

activities" is supported by a collaborative and close-knit community of staff, 

students and parents and is based upon educational research and 

professional experience. The faculty and staff work together to provide  

students with many opportunities to excel academically and develop their 

potential as educated leaders and citizens in the 21st century through a rich 

and varied extra-curricular program. This vision is supported by offering a  

seven period day to students from grades 6 through 12 so that they may 

pursue academic interests, such as studying multiple world languages or 

continue their development in the arts, including dance, drama, art, and 

music. The objective of this mission is to enable all students to become self-

motivated, competent, and lifelong learners. 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

April 2-12 Spring Break 

April 13  Classes Resume 

April 13  Athletic Boosters Meeting 

April 15  Dance Team to San Francisco 

April 16  Talent Show (Virtual)/Rally 

  Schedule 

April 19  Early Release Day/1:35 PM 

April 20  LCAP Parent Meeting 

April 21  Student Gov. Applications Due 

April 22  6th Grade Math Assessment 

April 23-24 U-Prep Musical Review 

April 25  Dance Team to Sacramento 

April 26  Early Release Day/1:35 PM 

May 3-14 AP Testing 

May 3  Early Release Day/1:35 PM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LCAP PARENT ENGAGEMENT MEETING 

The Local Control Accountability Plan (LCAP) is a three-year 

plan that describes the goals, actions, services, and  

expenditures to support positive student outcomes that  

address state and local priorities. The U-Prep LCAP was written 

to support our charter mission and goals, and WASC Student 

Learning Outcomes. Parents interested in participating in the 

stakeholder engagement meeting on Tuesday, April 20, at 4:30 

PM, are encouraged to contact the school office for more  

information.  
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JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL - 3rd QUARTER AWARDS 

ROW 1: Jackson Bright, Brookelyn Burris, Seth Austin, Marin Mapes, Rafael Hernandez, Chase Gunter 

ROW 2:  Sara Buhler, Trey Pringle, Brianna Schuette, April Chen, David Wenham, Lauren Rudolph 

ROW 3:  Riley Littau, Sidny Orner, Alexys Daniels, Matthew McCormick, Khyler Saelee, Ava Chandler 

ROW 4:  James Gurell, Natalie Ohlfs, Jordan Graves 
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HIGH SCHOOL - 3rd QUARTER AWARDS 

ROW 1: Emilya Cleveland, Cadence Arnold, Nicole Wildauer, Rida Khan, Braxton Williams, Daniel Cornyn 

ROW 2:  Allison Smyrnos, Bailey Wurzer, Nathan Seamans, Kylie Walsh, Zach Caudell, Karley Tioran 

ROW 3:  Amber Anderson, Vincent Hokanson, Madison Kremer, William Holley, Kara Gurley, Hargun Chhabra 

ROW 4:  Taya Salado, Shania Soares 
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VISUAL AND PERFORMING ARTS 

BRAD FOWERS - DEPARTMENT CHAIR/BAND & CHOIR 

ELIZABETH JOHNSON - PERCUSSION & STRINGS 

MARISSA KINNEAVY - DANCE 

LURA WILHELM - VISUAL ARTS 

ROMNEY CLEMENTS - MUSICAL DIRECTOR 

 

Musical memories 
Let us take you on a journey 

back in time as we celebrate 

16 years of U-Prep musicals in 

our spring musical review,  

“U-Prep’s Sweet 16 ~ 16 Years, 

16 Shows, 16 Curtain Calls”.  

The directors, cast, and the  

U-Prep Musical Foundation 

are excited to bring this  

opportunity to showcase our 

students’ talents on stage at 

the RSA amphitheater on April 

23rd and 24th. For our seniors, 

this will be their final  

opportunity to take part in a  

U-Prep production. If you or 

your business would like to be 

a show sponsor, please  

contact Kari Reed in the  

U-Prep main office or visit 

uprepmusical.org. Like us on 

Facebook; U-Prep’s Fall  

Musical, for upcoming  

information about the show. 

uprepmusical.org
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CARDBOARD ART CONTEST  

On March 8th, Ms. Wilhelm transformed her classroom to an art gallery, providing a worthy space to showcase her students’ art 

using cardboard as the medium. Staff members were invited to visit the classroom/art gallery and vote via a QR code for their 

favorite art. While all projects were amazing, one project won out of many.  

Congratulations to 6th grade student, Ben Twombley for winning first place! Ben’s art is on display in the main office. 

The U-Prep Dance Team had a blast performing on the 

field for the first home football game of the 2020-2021 

school year!  Competition season begins April 15th with 

a competition in San Francisco. Preparations are under 

way for the Dance Department’s annual production of 

Just Dance! Details are forthcoming.  Sixteen U-Prep 

dancers will be performing in U-Prep’s musical review, 

“16 Years, Shows, Curtain Calls’, April 23-24. 
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Jaspal Gaddy - Junior High Advisor 

Kent Smith - High School Advisor 

CURRENT HAPPENINGS 

Junior High ASB have been working on spreading  

kindness as we head into spring! Using the United Way’s 

Kindness United campaign as inspiration, students  

created personalized rocks for each staff member along 

with placing rocks all around campus with positive  

images. Students also created St. Patrick’s Day and 

spring-themed cards for various senior care facilities in 

Redding. Future plans for campus include ASAP Class 

Contests where junior high students are awarded points 

after meeting challenges. The class with the highest 

points for each grade level will be declared winners and 

will receive a party of their choice. Junior High ASB will 

be hosting an Egg Hunt on Thursday, April 1, prior to 

spring break. More information to come! 

Rotary Freshman of the Year  

Congratulations to U-Prep sophomore, Emma Gaddy, for 

receiving the honor of Freshman of the Year from West 

Redding Rotary. Emma was chosen for the 2019-2020 

school year, but was unable to receive the award during 

the last school year since shelter-in-place orders had  

taken  effect. Rotary felt strongly that while the award is 

presented belatedly, it remained important to honor  

students. A luncheon was held at Riverview Golf and 

Country Club on Wednesday, March 23, 2021. Emma was 

accompanied by her family as well as Assistant Principal 

Rochelle Angley and high school counselor, Kristen  

Mason. The purpose of the program is to provide a  

positive and encouraging award to a freshman that has 

excelled as a student, academically, through  

extracurricular activities, sports, student government or 

community civic involvement. Rotarians recognize these 

students at a young age so they will maintain their  

leadership qualities throughout high school, college, and  

eventually their community. 
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STEVEN SCHUSTER - ATHLETIC DIRECTOR 

ROBYN JOHNSON - JUNIOR HIGH ATHLETIC DIRECTOR 

NICOLE PRINGLE - ATHLETICS SECRETARY 

ROCHELLE ANGLEY - ATHLETIC ADMINSTRATOR 

U-Prep Varsity Girls Win Shasta County Cross Country Championships! 

U-Prep Cross Country sent the season out in style with dominant performances against nine different high schools from Shasta and 

Tehama Counties. 

The Varsity Girls claimed the Shasta County Championship led by Becca Gaido who battled it out with Red Bluff High's top senior 

runner and ran away to win the individual title by 24 seconds. U-Prep girls packed their top 5 runners in the top 6 positions with 

Grace Gaddy, 3rd place, Serena Tate, 4th place, Emma Gaddy, 5th place, and Hannah Cusworth, 6th place.  Our two varsity 

boys did amazing in a race of 31.  Isaiah Feaver came in 3rd place overall and Nolan Roemmich, 8th place. They both had Per-

sonal Records by over a minute! Both athletes will return in the fall and look to be leaders in the Northern Section next year.  

In the Boys Open Race Ben Cusworth took home a medal for placing 5th overall in a race of 31 and set a personal record by 2 

minutes! In the Open Girls Race Ari Tucker also set a personal record by 1 minute 23 seconds. The future of U-Prep Cross Country is 

bright! 
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Cheer News! 

On Friday, March 19th, U-Prep's JV and Varsity Cheer teams finally hit the sidelines to do what they love the most - 

cheer for their team and perform at halftime!  It was a chilly night to start the season, but the team persevered to 

show off the skills they have been waiting all year to be allowed to perform. With just over three weeks of stunting 

practice, the team did a great job.  U-Prep Cheer looks forward to an amazing  season and for the next two  

performances at home on April 2nd and April 16th.  This season has been a long time coming, and the team plans on 

taking full advantage of every minute! Go Panther Cheer! 

IT’S ON! 
The U-Prep Athletics Department is ecstatic to report that 

sports are in full-swing at the  

Baseball 

Softball 

Girls Tennis 

Boys Tennis 

Track 

Football 

Boys Golf 

Girls Golf 

Girls Soccer 

Boys Soccer 

Cheerleading 

Volleyball 

Boys Basketball 

Girls Basketball 

Swimming 

Wrestling 

Junior High Softball 

Junior High Baseball 
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Clear View Auto Glass Team of the Week:  
U-Prep Panthers 
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Lions Club Speech Contest 
 

Every year the Lions Club hosts a teen speech contest, giving students the opportunity to explore complex topics while  

vying for college scholarship money. Although originally cancelled, in late February it was announced the Lions Club speech con-

test was happening thanks to the improved COVID-19 numbers statewide. This year’s prompt, appropriately, was: “Distance and 

Online Learning: Pros & Cons.” Since the surprise announcement left only two weeks for students to write and rehearse their 

speeches, the five U-Prep contestants were the only students participating at the club level.  

 

The students all took very different approaches to their speech.  

Rebecca Horrick (10), Olivia Crawford (11), Liana Funk (11), and Olivia 

Fong (11) all delivered speeches. Rebecca Horrick’s speech reflected on 

the power of student connection best achieved in person, such as her 

experience with the swim team, while Olivia Crawford chose to base her 

speech on Vygotsky’s Zone of Proximal Development, which she learned 

about in Ms. Kramer’s AP Psychology class. The judges  

ultimately selected Karley Tioran (11), to advance to the next level, which 

felt appropriate since she was the contestant who had spent the most 

time as a distance learner. In her speech, Karley shared how fulfilling her 

life in Distance Learning was; for example, it had given her the freedom 

explore new hobbies like oil painting. 

 

Each contestant received a $25 check, and the winner received $100, 

plus the opportunity to advance to the next level at the end of the month. 

Congratulations to all Mathcounts team 

members for their participation in the  

Mathcounts Invitational Tournament! U-Prep 8th grade student, Sean 

Kim earned 1st place and is headed to the State Tournament.  

Joining Sean at the State competition is U-Prep 8th grade student, 

Zoe Taylor who placed 5th in the Invitational. Joshua Kim and 

George Neill earned respectable 7th and 8th places. 

Mathcounts Chapter Invitational Results Junior, Karley Tioran,  

performed her speech at 

the Zone level on  

Saturday, March 27,  

uncontested. Despite 

some technical difficulties, 

she persevered and did 

not allow impediments to 

diminish her resolve. The 

judges were very  

impressed with her  

composure! Karley will  

compete at the region 

level in Weaverville against 

other competitors from the 

north state on April 16th. If 

she wins the regional  

competition, Karley will 

move on to the District 

competition. 
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College & Career Corner + Counseling News 
 Mrs. Mason, Mr. Williams, & Mr. Maikranz 

Important Dates for Seniors! 

 Intent to Register: May 1st  (Date may vary by college/

university) 

 

 Senior Awards Ceremony: Tuesday, May 18th   

 

 Senior Graduation Ceremony: Friday, May 28th 

 

If you missed Ultimate Grad Co. you can order online @  
https://www.ultimategrad.com/ 

Please plan ahead and order your graduation announcements,  
cap, gown, tassel and more!  

 
 

2. Exploring future careers. Students can explore college  

majors and careers that align with their personal interests 

with Roadmap to Careers, a unique online tool created by 

Roadtrip Nation and the College Board. The tool connects 

students to potential careers based on interest, showing 

where they can lead. 

 

3. Choose high school courses. Knowing where students 

excel and what skills they may need to  focus on can assist 

them in their choice of other 9th- and 10th- grade classes. In 

addition, students’ score reports will suggest AP® courses 

that are beneficial. AP classes may provide your student an 

advantage in the admission process as well as allowing them 

to earn college credit while in high school, which could save 

time and money in college.   

On Monday, March 1st, U-Prep 8th grader students took the 

PSAT™ 8/9. The PSAT is a pressure-free way for students to 

begin exploring their path to college and a future career. The 

test assists students with: 

 

1. Recognizing strengths. A personalized online PSAT 8/9 score 

report will include detailed information about your student’s 

strengths and areas for growth. It assists students in leaning 

into areas where they excel and identify places where there is 

room for growth in order to be ready for college. 

PEER TUTORING OPPORTUNITIES 
The Panther Peer Tutoring Program is in need of 9th-12th grade stu-

dents willing to tutor during a free period, study hall, or before school. 

There are several benefits to becoming a Peer Tutor; (1 It provides ex-

periences that may help with employment; (2) Develops confidence 

and learning ability; (3) Builds self-esteem; and, (4) Creates a sense of 

pride in helping others. Becoming a tutor is a great opportunity to give 

back to the U-Prep community. Peer tutoring also shows a willingness to 

serve others, which is helpful for college and job applications. Contact 

Mr. Maikranz in the Student Services Center if you have questions 

about joining our Peer Tutoring Program team.  

https://www.ultimategrad.com/
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